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 October 22, 2015  

The Rockwells are Coming! 
Procter and Gamble oils. The re-uniting of these portraits cre-
ates a once-in-a-lifetime event. 
 
The Rockwell event spans an all-day, three-part series.  First 
off, it will allow us to bring school children to ArtSpace during 
the October 22nd school day to view the paintings and learn 
about Norman Rockwell. After that, timed tickets will be issued 
to the general public at no charge during specified afternoon 
hours. 
 
That evening, a more formal viewing for adults will be held, 
during which the P&G archivist, Mr. Greg McCoy, anthropolo-
gist, Dr. Andrew Manning, and conservator, Michael Ruzga 
will present a lecture on the P&G involvement with Rockwell 
and the portraits.   
 
Anne H. Morgan, a trustee of the board of the Rockwell Mu-
seum in Stockbridge, Massachusetts for nine years and Presi-
dent and Chair for four years, will be a guest of honor at the 
evening event. Anne will speak on her knowledge of Rockwell, 
her personal experiences and her parents’ close friendship with 
Rockwell himself.  
 
The evening gala reception will entail, along with the speakers 
and viewing of the paintings, an exceptional array of heavy hors 
d’oeuvres.  Admission prices for tickets to the gala will be 
tiered, beginning with a base entry price and proceeding up-
wards through various levels of donation earmarked for the  

Cont. on p. 3 

Norman Rockwell, the beloved American artist whose style 
defined a certain kind of realistic American art, is coming to 
the Ellen Nelson gallery.  His subject matter -- ordinary peo-
ple in everyday setting and interactions -- appeals to a par-
ticularly American sensibility. His art is recognizable to the 
vast majority of the public and his Saturday Evening Post 
covers are legendary.  
 
In the 1950’s Procter and Gamble commissioned Rockwell 
to paint a series of archetypal American youngsters for use 
in an ad campaign for Crest toothpaste.  Procter and Gamble 
currently possesses seven of the eight existing original paint-
ings created for these ads.  The campaign used the now im-
mortal slogan, "Look mom, no cavities."  
 
Earlier this year, ArtSpace/Lima was awarded a P&G grant 
in support of six events celebrating ArtSpace’s 60th Anni-
versary. Working with the P&G archivists and conservator, 
the sixth event will bring four of the original Rockwell oil 
paintings to the Ellen Nelson gallery for one day.  
 
These four extremely valuable paintings have never been 
exhibited outside of Cincinnati’s corporate office and the 
four of them have never been exhibited together anywhere 
in the world. 
 
Anne H. Morgan, who posed for Norman Rockwell as a 
child, owns the only other Crest portrait known to exist. She 
will bring her portrait to Lima to exhibit with the four  



   June 2015 - 2 

 

     June 13:  The Artist in the Community 
 Joe Bonifas:  Hammer and Forge 

     July 10 

 Celebrating at Rally in the Square 

At Once Upon a Sunday, artists were invited to show and 
sell their  work  in an annual outdoor setting.  And some 
artists were  invited to demonstrate their workings.   
 
Thus it was that in 1978, ironmonger and award-winning 
artist/teacher Joe Bonifas worked with iron, molding it 
into the graceful and elegant shapes that are instantly rec-
ognizable as his. 
 
On June 13, from 1:00-3:00 pm, Joe will re-create that 
demonstration during a studio visit to his workspace in 
Spencerville, the Black Oak Forge.. 
 
In November, 2014, WBGU-TV’s Scenic Stops, hosted 
by our own Kathleen Phipps, did a segment about Joe 
Bonifas in his studio.  The Scenic Stops segment has 
been nominated for an Emmy Award.  In advance of 
your visit on June 13, you can view the Scenic Stops 
video on You Tube at:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=i9Bb99AVz-k   
 
Attendance for the Joe Bonifas studio visit is limited to 
35.   Light refreshments will be served.  Please call  

ArtSpace at 419-222-1721 to reserve your space for this spe-
cial event.  Reservations close on Saturday, June 6, 2015.    
 
As with all ArtSpace 60th Anniversary special events, Joe 
Bonifas: Hammer and Forge is made possible by a generous 
grant from Procter and Gamble. 

Rally in the Square is by now, of course, a beloved local in-
stitution.   Beginning as a gleam in Ellen Nelson’s eye, the 
Rally has grown and evolved until now, 26 years later, the 
Rally provides a summer-long meeting venue for the whole 
community. 
 
It only makes sense, then, to include the Rally as part of 
ArtSpace’s 60th Anniversary festivities. 
 
On July 10, the Rally and the 60th Anniversary celebration 
mash-up.  Special commemorative t-shirts will be available 
that night (buy one and wear it to the remaining rallies for 
half-price admission). 
 
As a special treat, the window of the Gift Shop will house a 
70-inch flat screen television with a looped slideshow of im-
ages from rallies past.  The screen is generously provided by 
Custom Audio Concepts of Lima, Ohio. Rally in the Square 

Nashville Crush, July 13, 2013 
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 September 11 - October 17    

 Mike Huffman: Till Now 

As Shakespeare, Verdi, and George Eliot (among many 
others) have memorably taught us, we all live what we call 
our private lives in a very public context. 
 
So, it’s not surprising that Mike Huffman, whose one-
person exhibit opens in the Ellen Nelson Gallery on Friday, 
September 11, has combined a private artistic vision with a 
very public career. 
 
Mike Huffman: Till Now will emphasize works from the 
last fifteen years of Huffman’s output, years in which, as he 
says of his art, “I began to generate paintings from much 
more of a content, issue, or thematic base.”  And this per-
spective led to paintings in series:  martyrs, (academic) 
hoods, jazz-men, blues-men, and the like.  “The need to talk 
about, express ideas, and explore socio-political themes in 
my own work was a concurrent growth cycle, in tune with 
project work done involving both students and colleagues.” 

 October 22, 2015  

   The Rockwells are Coming! 

Cont. from p. 1 
future of ArtSpace.  At the Grand Master and Beaux Arts lev-
els, donors will be recognized in the gala program, which will 
also feature a history of the Rockwell/Procter and Gamble re-
lationship and high quality reproductions of the original paint-
ings.  Donations will support the future of ArtSpace and fur-
ther its mission to educate the community and enrich the lives 
of the citizens of Northwest Central Ohio  through quality ex-
hibits, classes, and special community events. 
 

Linda Lehman and Bill Sullivan 
For the 60th Anniversary Committee 

Martin Luther King, Oil on canvas.   
Award for Painting, Spring Show 2015.  

    
 Each year now, since 2011, we’ve put aside one summer  
 month to celebrate the area’s fine crafts:  those creations in  
 wood, clay, paper, glass, iron, and the like which lighten and  
 gladden our spirits as they decorate our spaces;  those pieces  
 and works that combine usefulness with meticulous execu- 
 tion. 
 
 2015 will be no exception.  We’ve invited the cream of the  
 crafting crop to bring us their most innovative work. 
 
 ArtSpace/Pops 2015 is scheduled to run July 26 - August 29. 
 You won’t want to miss this extraordinary showing of fine   
 crafts.  Bring your checkbook.  Christmas is only six months  
 away.  
 
 

   July 26 - August 29, 2015  

   ArtSpace/Pops 2015 

Huffman has been a teacher for most of his adult life:  at 
Bowling Green State University and The Ohio State Univer-
sity at Lima, for instance, but most memorably in the Lima 
City Schools, where he has been in the classroom and in the 
administrative offices, including an extended stint as Director 
of Lima City Schools Arts and Magnet Programs (1994 – 
2007).  In 2008, he was awarded the prestigious Governor’s 
Award for Arts in Education. 
 
Huffman has exhibited his work nationally and extensively, 
including  in galleries in Texas, Pennsylvania, Georgia, and of 
course, Ohio.  He regularly shows at ArtSpace/Lima and has 
won several awards with us (see above). 
 
Mike Huffman: Till Now runs September 11-October 17. 
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   Last Words from the Operations Manager 

   Celebrating our brothers and sisters 
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You will have noticed (and if you haven’t, it’s not for our want of trying) that during this, ArtSpace’s 60th Anniversary year, 
we’ve been shining the spotlight on ourselves even more than usual.  It’s understandable, I think, that we make a fuss about 
who we are and what we do on such a milestone occasion, and let the world know that it matters. 

For all that, it’s salutary, too, to remember that there are 
brother and sister arts organizations out there, our colleagues 
in the work of letting the world know that art matters.  All 
over northwest Ohio, local arts organizations like the River-
side Art Center in Wapak, Wassenberg in Van Wert, the 
Findlay Art League, the Delphos Area Art Guild, the Defi-
ance Art League, the Council for the Arts of Greater Lima, 
and further south, the Gateway Arts Council and the Piqua 
Arts Council, and more specialized, the Lima Area Water-
color Society and the Hog Creek Spinners and Weavers Guild 
-- are all actively and energetically bringing the arts, and es-
pecially the visual arts, to their immediate constituencies. 
 
We all got our start in the same way:  one person with a vi-
sion or, more often, a group of artists with shared interests, 
saw the need for confederation and cooperation, saw the ad-
vantage in numbers and establishment outside the self -- and 
voilá! -- an art organization was born. 
 
And however we state it in a particular case, in very real 
ways, we all have the same mission:  to make sure that every-
one within reach knows how enjoyable art is, how meaningful 
it is, how important it is to their lives. 
  
And that it matters in so many ways. 

It’s no news that the contemporary scene is filled with dis-
tractions, choking on technological innovation, abounding 
in insistent calls for our undivided attention.  And yet, art-
ists and arts managers in all those towns and cities have 
managed to make their presence known and loved, indeed 
indispensable to the quality and civility of life in their com-
munities. 
 
There are snobs on both coasts who refer to us as the fly- 
over states, for whom we are an unnecessary but appar-
ently inevitable inconvenience on their way to what really 
matters.  To them, we say, loudly and with not a little em-
phasis:  Look again.  Here in flyover county, the arts are 
alive and well and flourishing in ways you’ve never imag-
ined. 
 
So, here’s to our brothers and sisters in art and the arts 
management game.  Here’s to cooperation and reciprocal 
learning. And here’s to local, home-grown dedication to 
making the world around us a better, more thoughtful, 
more beautiful place -- a place filled with art and the peo-
ple who make it and the people who put it on display. 
 
A place where the arts are for everybody. 
 

Best 


